Syringomyelia and chronic respiratory failure in a term infant delivered by Caesarean section.
The case of a term, male neonate (birthweight 3785g) with cephalic presentation, Caesarean-section (C-section) delivery, and failure to thrive is reported. The infant presented with generalized hypotonia and respiratory failure immediately following birth. An initial diagnosis of hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy was made. However, ventilator dependency and slow recovery of generalized tonus over the following weeks could not be explained. Late cervical magnetic resonance imaging showed extensive syringomyelia from C2 to C7. To the authors' knowledge, this is the first report of syringomyelia after a C-section delivery following cephalic presentation without any associated abnormalities. Follow-up at 2 years of age revealed no improvement on neurological examination: poor head control, difficulty swallowing, flaccid paralysis of upper limbs, and spasticity of lower limbs with exacerbated deep reflexes and spontaneous clonus. Difficulties in establishing the diagnosis and managing the case are discussed.